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Both the CKR local culture
and social impact studies
on Yau Ma Tei have been
completed.

In this issue, we will
introduce  the impact
assessment of CKR on
Yau Ma Tei local culture.
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The Yau Ma Tei area has a long history and is rich in local culture, sometimes
known as Yung Shu Tau culture. The Central Kowloon Route (CKR) project may
impact on this unique local culture and lifestyle. Also, the CKR project will involve
close interface with the public at Yau Ma Tei because of the need for reprovisioning
community facilities, proximity to urban residential areas and work places, traffic
and transport implication and land-use restructuring opportunities.

Under the CKR investigation study, Highways Department appointed Kadoorie
Institutes of the University of Hong Kong to conduct local cultural study & social
impact assessment to examine the socio-cultural impacts that the CKR may bring.
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Yau Ma Tei was one of the earliest Chinese settlements in Kowloon and a number of architecturally and

culturally significant monuments can be found within Yau Ma Tei. These include the Tin Hau Temple, Yau Ma

Tei Police Station, the Engineer’s Office of the Former Water Pumping Station, and the Wholesale Fruit Market —
all reflect Yau Ma Tei's development and character in great detail.

Local businesses within the district have always played a significant role within Hong Kong and the East Asia as
an intangible heritage. Some of these appealing activities such as the night market at Temple Street and road-
side dining, the Jade Market, the Wholesales Fruit Market, and local businesses which include shops for cutlery,
kitchenware, Buddhist goods, wedding accessories, all help identifying culture of Yau Ma Tei and add vibrancy
to the area.

Yau Ma Tei is home to a diverse population including local Hong Kong citizens and ethnic minorities. It is one of
favourite and famous tourism attractions.
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Some of the most notable |mpacts that CKR may bring mclude the demolition of current Kowloon Government
Offices and the Multi-storey Car Park Building. The post office, library, study room, and social security office of the
Social Welfare Department will be relocated. Specialist clinic and methadone clinic may also be affected. Medical
care is in heavy demand since Yau Ma Tei possesses an old and ageing population. Such facilities need to be re-
provisioned urgently. Business operators of the Jade Market and hawkers/stalls of northern Temple Street will be
temporarily affected as well due to CKR'’s involvement in displacing street-side stalls. Nuisance during construction
will also inevitably have effects on quality of life for residents and visitors in Yau Ma Tei. Besides, this project will
affect historical and cultural assets such as the new wing of Yau Ma Tei Police Station and its compound, Temple
Street Market stalls, Chinese opera singing and fortune-telling at Yung Shu Tau. These aspects were threatened to
be vanished if they are not conserved, or if the relocation operation is not managed satisfactorily.

A three-stage public engagement approach was taken where locals and stakeholders were involved in planning and
design of the CKR alignment and the to-be-provisioned land area. Participants were provided with discussion
platform to obtain project information and to participate actively. They voiced concerns over environmental nuisance
and possible impacts to the socio-economic activities and artifacts in Yau Ma Tei. However, many stakeholders
have come to an agreement that despite the negatives, there will be a better linkage between social facilities and
assets after the re-structuring of land. A series of public engagement exercise have eased fears amongst the local
population and stakeholders and has confirmed the way forward for the conservation of various local cultural
attributes.
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Study methodology :
« desktop study, field visits to research history, built-form, demographics, local characteristics and current land-use;

« gathering views on local culture and aspiration from local stakeholders through public forums, in-depth (28 stakeholders) or
oral history (23 tradition business operators) interviews and surveys ;and

* acquiring expert view and identification of social capitals.
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- enhance local culture and heritage assets of the district by a) avoiding demolition of artefacts and
disturbance to traditional activities; b) enhancing local characters for sustainability; and c) providing
mitigation measures when any disturbances occur.

- An integrated plan should used to link up old and new areas to achieve synergy effects to boost
the district’s integration and image. Proper relocation plans need to be considered carefully before
the project commences, while ensuring that the CKR project is successful.

- Maintain engagement with the public and stakeholders. Appropriate measures based on
sustainable principles need to be taken to ensure that necessary construction will not unnecessarily
deteriorate the environment.
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The executive summary has been uploaded to project website for reference by public.

http://www.central-kowloon-route.com.hk
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We have received many queries from readers who are concerned about the CKR project. In this column we hope to share
with you some questions that are frequently asked or are of common concern.

1) Hw D % o FUNHEEAY S HOOSHHIIUR 2 o R < B R sy

“HK is a small pIace, densely populated with busy roads. The road network and public transport system are already well
developed. Why is there a need to build the CKR?”
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The proposed Central Kowloon Route (CKR) is a dual 3-lane trunk road across central Kowloon, most of which will be in
the form of a tunnel.

The road traffic between West Kowloon and East Kowloon is currently served by Lung Cheung Road, Boundary Street,
Prince Edward Road, Argyle Street, Chatham Road North and Gascoigne Road Flyover and etc. Many of these roads have
in fact reached their traffic-carrying capacities during peak hours. These busy roads also bring about environmental
problems. According to the assessment of Transport Department, CKR will provide an alternative direct route to relieve the
congestion on the existing roads. Moreover, as West Kowloon and the Kai Tak Develop Area are built up, there will be
increased demand for cross-Kowloon traffic. CKR will connect east and west Kowloon, and together with the proposed T2
Road and Tseung Kwan O-Lam Tin Tunnel, form Route 6 which will be a direct expressway serving these districts.
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“l commute to work each day and attend further education classes in the evening. | am badly affected by the traffic
congestion while traveling between east and west Kowloon. 1 therefore support the construction of CKR. However the
construction only starts in 2012, it is far too late.

Can the construction programme for the CKR be advanced?”
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Accordmg to the current programme, CKR is planned to commence works in 2012 for completion in around 2016. It is a

large-scale infrastructure project and adequate time for investigation and design is required. Moreover, the construction will

affect some Government or institutional facilities. These facilities have to be reprovisioned before construction starts to

ensure their services will not be interrupted.
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“The CKR alignment seems quite similar to the so-called reference alignment in the past. The Government undertook to re-
investigate the alignment from scratch. How was the investigation carried out and what work actually took place?”
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In CKR investigation study, we reviewed over 40 previous alignment options, including tunnel and flyover options. They
covered most of Kowloon Peninsula in total, and included tunnel and flyover options as far north as Boundary Street and an
offshore flyover option around the southern tip of Tsim Sha Tsui. The study took into account environmental, social and
land-use impacts, and traffic connectivity. From the environment point of view, we examined whether the alignment options
could be designed to limit adverse impacts during construction and operation phases on the environment. In studying land-
use impacts and traffic connectivity, minimum disturbance should be achieved, e.g. To avoid the resumption of private land
and property, provide sufficient space for the connection with the existing traffic system and design a safe junction which
allows different traffic connections. The review found that the tunnel options across the central part of the peninsula were
preferred, and recommended to adopt a tunnel option in the central Kowloon corridor (as opposed to north or south
Kowloon). We then focused on 14 options in the central Kowloon band for more in-depth consideration. The CKR alignment
option was selected after considering comments received from the public and relevant government departments in a series
of public engagement and consultation, as well as a further technical review to examine the options.
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Should you have any comments on the project, please
send letter to 4/F Wah Ming Center, 421 Queen’s Road West, Hong Kong

send email to ckr@hyd.gov.hk or ckr@meinhardt.com.hk or
call 2859 0101 or
fax to 2540 1580
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Our website : http://www.central-kowloon-route.com.hk
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