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“Why do we need Central Kowloon Route?”

The Central Kowloon Route project has received general support during
il consultation. There are in fact requests that the works should be implemented
sooner. On the other hand, we have also been asked, “Why do we need Central
Kowloon Route?”

. Many of us commute between districts in West Kowloon (such as Yau Ma Tei,
Mongkok and Jordan, etc) and East Kowloon (such as Kowloon Bay, Kwun Tong)
each day to office or school. We would have experienced quite severe traffic
congestion during peak hours. The road traffic between these areas is currently
served by Lung Cheung Road, Boundary Street, Prince Edward Road, Argyle
Street, Waterloo Road etc. Apart from Lung Cheung Road and Gascoigne Road
Flyover, the rest of these existing east-west road links have frequent frontage
accesses and signal controlled junctions, which are constraining the traffic flows
of these road links.
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Traffic Congestion on {_ung Cheung Road

Many of these roads have in fact reached their traffic-carrying capacities during
peak hours. For example, the traffic flows of Lung Cheung Road, Prince Edward
Road West and Boundary Street during peak hours in a single direction can
reach 4,700, 3,600 and 3,000 vehicles per hour respectively.

The need to construct a direct traffic route linking East and West Kowloon was
' identified over 10 years ago to cater for the cross-Kowloon traffic demand and to
relieve the congestion on the existing routes in Central Kowloon. In the
intervening years, traffic volume has grown and cross-Kowloon traffic demand
’ D e (B e JEER. . increased as a result of development in West Kowloon, Kowloon Bay and Tseung
{\i'iﬁﬁfﬂziﬂﬁi‘[‘?‘gﬁd Kwan O. The need for such a east-west route becomes imminent. The
Traffic Congestion on Prince Edward Road  proposed development at Kai Tak and the West Kowloon Cultural District will no
doubt further increase the demand for such a link.
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The Central Kowloon Route will be a high-speed road, linking up E*I’F‘:Elfﬁl J‘ir & j?"“%[?“ﬁd
Eastern and Western Harbour Crossings, West Kowloon Highway, Traffic Congestion on Argyle Street
Kwun Tong Bypass etc to form a major road network. Apart from

meeting traffic and logistical needs, this network will help bring

together and strengthen the bonds among communities in different districts. It will take shorter travel time and be
more convenient when we commute across districts to office or to school, to visit families and friends, for
entertainment or to take part in leisure or cultural activities.

Using the Central Kowloon Route, the travel time during peak hours from Yau Ma Tei to Kai Tak can be shortened
from 22 minutes to 5 minutes only.

The Central Kowloon Route will be mainly constructed as a tunnel to reduce impacts on the existing buildings and
public services. Nevertheless, there are concerns about the social or environmental impacts of the project. We will
address various impacts in the Investigation study. The findings will be reported in future issues of this newsletter.
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[1H#] Date : 2007+12F]15}! (E##4+ ) 15 December 2007 ( Saturday)

Eﬁf&ﬂ Time @ ».7 1Eﬁ30;’?%5ﬁ?§ 1:30 pm to 5:00 pm

g F’—‘[ﬂ%ﬁAssembly Venue : GBS 1o (el 5L HE605E)
Henry G Leong Yau Ma Tei Community Centre
(60 Public Square Street, Yau Ma Tei)

g\,j—@k&ﬁ; 1R %f’%%w 0101 ﬁ‘/ FHE[Z]] ckr@meinhardt.com.hk

For enquiries and enrolment, please call 2859 0101 or email to ckr@meinhardt.com.hk
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“CKR and Widening of GRF-Yau Ma Tei Newsletter” is a

monthly publication. Should you have any comments on the

project, please

send letterto 4/F Wah Ming Center, 421 Queen’s Road
West, Hong Kong

send email to ckr@hyd.gov.hk or ckr@meinhardt.com.hk

call 2859 0101

fax to 2540 1580
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Our website : http://www.central-kowloon-route.com.hk
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The Stage 1 Public Forum was satisfactorily completed
on 10 November 2007.

There were more than 80 people attended the Forum
including representatives from local institutions, local
groups of merchants, local residents and interested
parties.

Many participants actively presented their opinions and
views. During the group discussion sessions, they
shared their ideas on the topics (i) Existing conditions of
Yau Ma Tei, (ii) Concerns on CKR projects and (iii)
Visions on Yau Ma Tei. True to the theme of the Forum
“Let’s Talk”, many valuable ideas about the CKR project
were obtained.
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A young participant presenting her view
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Presentation of discussion results

We will hold the Stage 2 and Stage 3 Public
Forums in the coming few months. All interested
parties are welcome.
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How much do you know about Yau Ma Tei?
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The Yau Ma Tei Police Station moved to its present site at the corner of Canton Road and
Public Square Street in 1922 from its previous site at Shanghai Street. The Station is built in
Edwardian style. Other police stations constructed around that time include Sham Shui Po Police
Station (1924) and Mongkok Police Station (1925).
The outdoor carpark inside the Police Station
compound was originally a large open area for
police parade purposes. Behind the parade
ground was the Yau Ma Tei harbour front.
There used to be been a marine police office
inside Yau Ma Tei Police Station because of its
harbour side location.

An Annex Building was built in 1957 on the
parade ground to meet the growing operational
needs.
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Answer will be posted in the next issue

Answer for the last Issue:

The old wing of Yau Ma Tei Police Station was
built in 1922.
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