Report on “Stage 1 Public Forum - Let’s Talk”

Central Kowloon Route Stage 1 Public Forum was held on
Saturday 10 November 2007. It was a fruitful exercise. We
gathered many views from participants in the three sessions:
i) Existing conditions of Yau Ma Tei (YMT), ii) Concerns on
Central Kowloon Route (CKR) project and iii) Visions on Yau
Ma Tei.

In the first session, participants discussed their opinions
about Yau Ma Tei (YMT). This session formed a good basis
for the YMT Local Culture Study and the CKR Social Impact
Assessment which are part of the CKR Investigation Study .
It was generally considered that the unique characteristics of
YMT could mostly be found in the Yung Shu Tau local
lifestyle and the diverse and vibrant activities related to the
Temple Street Night Market and traditional trades in the
neighbourhood.

Regarding concerns on the CKR project, the impact of the works on the YMT Police Station was
one of the main issues raised by participants. Many residents were concerned that the project
might also affect some community facilities such as the Jockey Club Polyclinic, library, post office
etc. There were also worries that construction work would disrupt the lifestyle and social network
of residents.

Representatives of local trades such as jade traders and merchants and Temple Street Market
traders were concerned that their business environment and livelihood would be affected.

Many participants at the forum were YMT residents. While they shared their vision about the
quality of life at YMT generally, they also hoped that the construction of the project could bring
about improvements at the affected area, such as better pedestrian and vehicular traffic
arrangements, more greening and quality open space, improved environmental condition.

We conclude from the Stage 1 Forum that the community would like to take the construction of the
CKR as an opportunity to enhance the affected area of YMT through land use restructuring and
conservation. Highways Department and the consultants hope to achieve this through the
investigation work and the ongoing public engagement activities. We will report progress of
investigation and the findings of Stage 2 Public Forum held in January 2008 in future issues of this
Newsletter.
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The government had carried out several major reclamation projects in the Yau Ma Tei District.
The first reclamation took place in 1885. The second reclamation was carried out between
1900 and 1904 which covered the area between the present Reclamation Street and Ferry
Street, and from Jordan Road up to Mong Kok Road.
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“CKR and Widening of GRF-Yau Ma Tei Newsletter” is a monthly
publication. Should you have any comments on the project, please
send letter to 4/F Wah Ming Center, 421 Queen’s Road West, Hong

Kong

send email to ckr@hyd.gov.hk or ckr@meinhardt.com.hk
call 2859 0101

fax to 2540 1580
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Our website : http://www.central-kowloon-route.com.hk
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